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Main Goal of the Guide

The primary goal of this Guide is to provide (history) teachers with a structured framework 
for integrating museum visits into their curriculum, and transforming these experiences into 
powerful learning opportunities. By offering practical strategies, pre-visit preparation, interactive 
engagement techniques, and post-visit activities, this Guide aims to help teachers to design 
learning journeys at the museum that enhance students’ critical thinking, historical inquiry, 
and appreciation for cultural heritage. Whether you already have experience with integrating 
museum visits into history lessons, or are about to organise a visit with your students for the 
first time, this Guide gives you practical tips to ensure that museum visits are not just passive 
field trips but active, immersive learning experiences that deepen students’ understanding of 
historical narratives, artistic traditions, and scientific discoveries.

Author:
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Editor:
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1. Introduction

1.1 Museums as Places for Exploring History

The purpose of this Guide is to provide history teachers with a single-stop reference for teaching 
history in museums. Its objective is to bridge the gap between learning in classrooms and onsite 
historical exploration by offering feasible strategies, lesson plans, and activities that can be easily 
integrated into the curriculum. By the rich educational content of museums, this Guide seeks 
to enhance students’ understanding of history, develop a greater sense of identification with 
historical events and individuals, and foster critical thinking and engagement. It also provides 
valuable information on planning and organizing museum visits, using museum resources, and 
resolving possible challenges, ensuring a rewarding and enriching experience for teachers and 
students.

History and museums go hand in hand in a harmonious relationship that enriches our   
understanding of the past and enhances the learning process. As custodians of artifacts, 
documents, and histories of yesteryears, preserving intangible and tangible heritage for future 
generations, they provide a unique environment in which history comes alive, enabling individuals 
to access the traces of the past directly. 

The historical artefacts, objects at the museum that can range from ancient machines and artwork 
to papers and personal belongings, are primary sources on which historians and researchers 
construct their accounts and narratives of historical events. By preserving these objects in their 
original form and making them accessible for viewing, museums enable important pieces of 
history to be observed and analysed.

With this, museums also offer educational resources that enhance formal classroom education. 
Exhibitions are often developed to provide background and detailed explanation, allowing people 
to understand the significance of events, cultures, and individuals. Interactive displays, guided 
tours, and educational activities enhance the learning experience, rendering history accessible 
and engaging to people of all ages and backgrounds.

Museums also help their audiences to interpret and place its objects into their historical context. 
Historians and curators work together to create exhibitions that tell histories, connecting 
individual artifacts to the broad sweep of history and large themes and events. At the same time, 
it is also important to note that curating museum exhibitions also comes with an interpretation 
of the objects and that these interpretations form constructed narratives of historical events 
presented through these exhibitions. 

Visiting the museum, enables the visitor to critically reflect on the past as exhibitions can 
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pose questions, show various perspectives of an argument, and show lesser-known historical 
facts, forcing visitors to think deeply about what they are experiencing. This inquiry approach 
encourages curiosity and analysis on the part of museum visitors.

Besides single objects, museums play an important role in preserving cultural heritage. 
They preserve multicultural communities’ practices, traditions, and histories so that cultural 
identities and histories are exposed and valued. This helps to preserve a diverse, multifaceted 
understanding of history that considers the experiences and contributions of all.

Museums serve as a bridge between past and present, highlighting the relevance of history to 
contemporary concerns. Through bridging the past with the present, museums help individuals 
understand how the past continues to affect the present and shape the future. Such symbiotic 
linkage facilitates greater understanding of history’s ongoing role in our lives.

Depending on where you are located, you will find different types of museums such as:  History 
and Archaeology Museums that deal with historical items and events; art museums that expose 
works of art such as paintings, sculptures, and visual arts; science museums that exhibit 
scientific achievements and interactive exhibitions; ethnography museums that exhibit artifacts 
delineating cultural tradition and daily life; children’s museums that offer hands-on interactions 
for young kids; and specialty museums that offer specialty areas of interest like transportation 
or fabrics.

All these museums can play a role in history teaching as they offer hands-on exhibits about 
subjects and objects that make learning more tangible and engaging, they also foster discovery 
and can ignite new ideas, and raise awareness of various cultures, communities and (local) 
histories. Some museums also offer educational materials for schools. 

1.2 How to Use the Guide

The Guide provides a breakdown of different steps for organizing a museum visit for the history 
lesson. Keep in mind that this Guide offers a framework, and can even serve as a starting point. 
Depending on your experience with planning museum visits for your students, you may wish to 
skip certain steps. Below, you will find the different steps at a glance. 

Step 1: Exploring Different Museums

You have now read the first introductory sections that give you an overview of what the Guide 
offers. As a next step, it provides more contextual information about what kind of museums 
there are and to what extent they can serve as a place for teaching and learning history. 
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Step 2: Plan Your Museum Visit

In the next step, you will be choosing a museum: Choose a museum that is pertaining to your 
curriculum and the time or subject matter you are teaching.

Then, find museum resources: Go to the website of the museum or dial their education 
department to learn what resources they have, including exhibitions, guided tours, and teaching 
materials.

Step 3: Align Museum Content with the Curriculum

Identify which historical themes within the curriculum you are working on currently. You can 
navigate through sections in this Guide that discuss themes relevant to your history lessons. 
This will help you to tailor the museum visit to the content of the history lessons.

Set learning goals and decide what you want your students to learn from visiting the museum. 
Use the Guide’s suggested goals as a starting point. You can also involve your students in this 
process and have them explore their own learning goals. 

Step 4: Prepare Pre-Visit Activities

Before the visit, introduce the topic to your students. You can use the activities suggested in 
this Guide as a starting point. In doing so, engage and prepare your students by undertaking 
pre-visit activities such as class discussions, readings and multimedia presentations. 

Step 5: Plan the Museum Visit

In terms of logistics, keep in mind to arrange transportation, clearances, and any accommodation 
needs for the visit. Depending on your context and the school framework you work in, you may 
also need to request parental approval for the trip. 

It helps to make an accurate itinerary of the tour using the Guide, i.e., which exhibit to look at 
and in what activity the visit could be accommodated.

Step 6: Create Interactive Learning Experiences

Use the questions and prompts suggested in the Guide, to guide students during the visit. Invite 
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them to observe, ask questions, and think critically.

In addition, incorporate any hands-on or interactive activities recommended in the Guide to 
enhance the learning experience.

Step 7: Facilitate Post-Visit Reflection

After the visit, there are several follow-up activities that you can undertake: 

Classroom Discussion: Conduct a directed discussion using the reflection questions from the 
Guide to help the students make sense of what they experienced and learned from visiting the 
museum. Ask them to discuss observations, connect exhibits with things they learned in class, 
and express new questions or ideas they generated.

Example: If the students saw an exhibit on ancient trade routes, have them explain how 
civilizations affected one another through trade, what artifacts surprised them the most, and 
how trade affected cultural exchange.

Follow-Up Assignments: Essay or project assignments that allow learners to explore deeper 
into significant museum trip themes. Use the suggestions in the Guide to provide structure and 
support so that assignments elicit higher critical thinking and research.

Example 1: Have students write a reflective essay on how the pre-visit expectations were 
both fulfilled or overthrown by what they really found, providing certain artifacts or displays 
as evidence.

Example 2: Design a creative assignment in which students make an illustrated brochure of 
a museum with the prime exhibits and their historical significance.

Example 3: Ask students to pick a single artifact on which they were especially curious and 
write a short report about its origin, use, and influence on society.

By merging discussion and assignments, students are allowed to engage in meaningful reflection, 
solidify learning, and carry learning beyond the trip to the museum. 

Step 8: Integrate Museum Learning into Curriculum

To ensure that the museum visit fits with the overall learning goals and themes discussed in the 
history lessons, it is important to connect the visit and follow-up activities to the curriculum. You 
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can use the suggestions and ideas in this Guide to integrate museum learning naturally. 

Regarding assessment, you can evaluate student learning through quizzes, presentations, or 
projects that reflect their understanding of the museum content. You can also use any other 
assessment tool that you are familiar with. 

Step 9:  Additional Resources

To help you and your students before, during and after the museum visit, you can also consult 
additional resources. The Guide contains recommendations for supplementary resources, 
including books, articles, and website to further enhance your teaching. If possible, you may 
also choose to participate in webinars and workshops recommended. 

Step 10: Reflect and Improve

This Guide can also help you to reflect on your own teaching (and learning) experience. Document 
what worked and what could make it better in the future. In addition, collect students’ feedback 
about the trip and activities to improve future museum-based lessons. 

2.1 Benefits of Museum Visits

Encouraging Experiential Learning

Museums allow students to interact with primary sources, such as artifacts, historical documents, 
and reconstructions of ancient societies. Handling and viewing objects from the past, makes 
history more tangible and real.

Example: A visit to the National Museum of Colombo allows students to view original Kandyan 
treaties and ancient Buddhist sculptures and imagine the evolution of Sri Lankan government 
and religion.

2. The Importance of Teaching History 
Through Museums
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Encouraging Critical Thinking and Inquiry

Students learn to analyze through questioning and interpreting displays. This encourages 
independent thought and more active involvement with historical records.

Example: Students at the Dutch Period Museum study Dutch trading books and sea maps, which 
result in discussions of colonial economic policies and their impact on Sri Lankan society.

Creating Learning Inclusive and Multisensory

Museum visits cater to different styles of learning—visual, auditory, and kinesthetic—through 
displays with images, sounds, video, and hands-on activities.

Example: At the Galle Fort Maritime Museum, students hear audio recordings of Dutch and 
British sailors, touch replicas of historical navigation tools, and study shipwreck artifacts.

2.2 Deepening Historical Knowledge

Placing Classroom Lessons in Context

Museums offer real-life contexts to historical events learned in textbooks, reinforcing classroom 
lessons.

Example: Grade 9 students who are learning Sri Lanka during the Dutch period (textbook pp. 
1-20) explore the Dutch Reformed Church of Galle and see gravestones that bear inscriptions 
written in Dutch; they learn how Dutch impacted architecture and language in Sri Lanka.

Comparative Analysis Encouragement

Having access to various periods’ artifacts, students learn to compare and contrast historical 
evolutions and their cause-and-effect factors.

Example: A visit to Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa museums leads Grade 10 students (textbook 
pp. 91 - 96) to examine ancient irrigation systems and Buddhist art forms, indicating the transition 
from Dry Zone kingdoms to rising centers of power.
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Enhancing National Identity and Cultural Heritage

Museum visits raise awareness of Sri Lanka’s multi-dimensional cultural heritage and encourage 
students to understand the importance of heritage conservation.

Example: At the Independence Memorial Museum, students reflect on Sri Lanka’s struggle 
towards independence, scanning over memorabilia on leaders like D.S. Senanayake and viewing 
the path towards independence.

2.3 Engaging Students in Interactive Learning

Holding Museum-Based Group Discussion

Make the students reflect on exhibits in groups and provide their findings to promote collaborative 
learning.

Example: After visiting the Jaffna Archaeological Museum, students discuss the historic influence 
of Tamil culture in Sri Lanka and compare it to ancient trade routes.

Designing Hands-On Activities

Students learn better if they participate directly in tasks rather than observing.

Example: Drawing frescoes and maps of old cities is a hands-on activity that students engage in 
at the Sigiriya Museum to solidify lessons in urban planning and artistic tradition.

Designing Inquiry-Based Assignments

Encourage students to arrive at the museum with research questions and reflect on them 
through essays after the visit.

Example: Before going to the Colombo National Museum, students are provided with questions 
such as:

•	 What was Sri Lanka’s contribution to the Indian Ocean trade network?
•	 How did Sri Lanka’s ancient art influence later colonial designs?

After they have visited, they submit reflection essays with their observations.
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3.1 Selecting the Right Museum

Depending on your geographical location, you may have several museums in your immediate 
surroundings. To help you choose a suitable museum for the visit, you can refer back to the 
types of museums presented in the Guide (section 1.1) as the topic of your history lesson can 
be approached from different perspectives (e.g. art) and there are various types of sources 
or objects. For example, if you choose to approach a topic with a focus on personal histories 
or local microhistories, it might be useful to locate a museum that holds a collection of 
personal objects. The following steps can help you (and your students) making this choice: 

•	 Define your learning objectives: Choose a museum that reinforces your curriculum and 
learning objectives. Consider the subject matter and topics your students are studying, as 
well as the specific approach. Here, it can also help to further zoom in on additional and 
specific skills that you (and your students) might be aiming for, such as source analysis 
and interpretation.  

•	 Identify museum resources: Research the exhibits, collections, educational programs, and 
materials the museum offers. Ensure they are age-appropriate and align with your lesson 
plans. 

•	 Consider accessibility: Take into consideration the museum’s location, operating hours, 
and accessibility features. Make sure it is feasible for all students to visit.

3.2 Pre-Visit Preparations

Do keep in mind that organizing a museum visit does come with a time commitment and thorough 
logistical planning. Make sure to accommodate for this time in your own schedule.

Some practicalities:  

•	 Schedule the visit: Contact the museum to schedule your visit. Confirm the date, time, 
and duration of your visit well in advance.  

•	 Arrange transportation: Determine how you and your students will get to the museum. 
Make any transportation arrangements you require well in advance.

3. Planning a Museum Visit: 
Step-by-Step Guide for Teachers
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•	 Inform parents and guardians: Send permission forms and clear information about the trip 
to parents and guardians. Include the date, time, location, special instructions as well as 
the aims.

 
3.3 Creating Learning Objectives

There are different ways to identify the learning objectives of the museum visit. They will be 
inherently connected (and may overlap) with the specific learning objectives of the curriculum. 

•	 Determine learning outcomes: Say exactly what you would want your students to take away 
from visiting the museum. Be specific in terms of skills, knowledge, and experiences. To 
increase student engagement, ask them what they would like to learn from the visit. What 
is it that ignites their interest? To help them, you can organise a plenary discussion (or 
group discussion, depending on the size of your class), focusing on the following question 
for your students to think about: 

	» What do I already know about the topic?
	» What do I want to know more about the topic?
	» How do I like to learn about the topic at the museum?  

•	 Prepare your students: Orient your students on what to expect. Discuss the exhibits they 
will be seeing and how it relates to what they are learning in class. 

•	 Develop worksheets and activities: Create worksheets, scavenger hunts, or discussion 
questions to guide your students during the trip. These can keep them engaged and on 
task.

 
 
3.4. Coordinating with Museum Staff

A well-structured museum visit can be an extension of classroom learning, and the museum can 
provide interactive experiences for the students to supplement textbook learning. To ensure 
that the visit is academically worthwhile, teachers will need to collaborate closely with museum 
curators and museum educators. The following are steps that can enhance the effectiveness of 
the visit.

Share Learning Objectives with Museum Staff

•	 Clearly discuss the learning objectives, curriculum limitations, and textbook-based 
lessons with museum educators so they have a thorough idea of the context in which you 
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are teaching the topic. This will also allow museum staff to have a good understanding of 
how familiar your students already are with the topic.  

•	 Outline specific topics or historical themes the students are currently learning about so 
that the guide or tour can be adapted to their educational needs. 

•	 Highlight any skills development objectives, such as critical thinking, artifact analysis, or 
understanding of historical accounts. 

If the students lack prior knowledge or require concise explanations, discuss how to make the 
tour more interactive and user-friendly. 

 
Contact Museum Educators for Custom Learning Experiences

•	 Ring the museum’s education department ahead of time to find out about guided tours, 
interactive sessions, or practical workshops on offer. 

•	 Request a museum historian or a specialist museum educator to provide expert 
commentary on select exhibits during the visit. 

•	 Where possible, arrange object handling sessions where students can touch historical 
objects. 

•	 Ask whether the museum contains multimedia resources, such as augmented reality or 
video presentations, that could enhance the visit.

 
Organize Logistics with Visit Structure Details

Finalize all arrangements, including:

•	 Arrival and departure times to make scheduling simple. 

•	 Gallery choice: Make it clear which galleries are to be visited first and why they have been 
chosen within the curriculum context. 

•	 Final gallery choice: Explain why a specific gallery has been chosen to conclude the visit, 
building in a logical flow that supports key learning themes. 

•	 Assign meeting locations and safety protocols for proper supervision of the students.
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•	 Discuss these logistics with teachers and museum gallery supervisors, explaining the 
rationale for selected galleries and their connection to textbook content. 

•	 Give students a predetermined schedule, which facilitates easier navigation for them 
through the museum.

Seek Educational Resources and Post-Visit Discussions

•	 Inquire whether the museum provides pre-visit materials such as reading guides, 
worksheets, or videos to introduce students to their experience. 

•	 Inquire about post-visit experiences that extend learning, such as reflection activities, 
project-based work, or historical comparisons. 

•	 If feasible, book a discussion hall or space available where students can present 
observations and engage in group discussions immediately following the tour. 

•	 Research whether the museum provides handouts, recorded commentaries, or website 
resources to reinforce the learning following the visit.

 Uncover Special Stories and Thematic Links

•	 Ask the museum educators about special stories and historical anecdotes related to the 
galleries selected. 

•	 Identify any special archaeological discoveries, artistic techniques, or cultural insights 
that could deepen students’ understanding of the exhibits. 

•	 If possible, request information about lesser-known facts or controversies related to the 
artifacts or exhibits, which stimulate critical debates. 

•	 Connect these narratives to students’ existing knowledge and textbook content and 
encourage them to consider history beyond the text.
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Define Learning Outcomes

Tell exactly what you want your students to learn from the museum visit. Be specific about skills, 
knowledge, and experiences. Do it as follows:

1. Identify Key Concepts and Themes:
Example: If you are visiting a history museum with an exhibit on ancient irrigation technology, 
you might want students to learn about daily life, economy, and technology in ancient Sri 
Lanka.

2. Set Specific Goals:
-Knowledge: Determine precisely what facts or principles students are to learn.

Example: “Students will be able to name and describe three major inventions of 
ancient Sri Lanka and their significance.” 

- Skills: Determine what skills students are to learn through the visit.
Example: “Students will learn to examine primary sources by studying artifacts and 
discussing their uses and meanings.”

- Experiences: Identify the experiences you would want the students to have.
Example: “Students will have an interactive exhibit in which they can simulate the 
building of a Lake, extending their understanding of ancient irrigation systems.”

3. Align with Curriculum Standards:
Example: If your curriculum includes learning about historical inquiry, you might set an 
objective like, “Students will understand the methods historians use to gather and interpret 
evidence by exploring the museum’s archaeological displays.”

4. Create Measurable Objectives:
Make your objectives measurable so that you can ascertain whether or not students have 
achieved them.

Example: “By the end of the visit, students will complete a worksheet identifying the 
uses of at least three different artifacts(cooperate with text book) and describing 
their historical context.”

Creating Learning Objectives for a 
Museum Visit
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5. Incorporate Higher-Order Thinking Skills:
Ask students to analyze, evaluate, and create, rather than remember and understand.

Example: “Students will compare and contrast the ancient Anuradhapura and 
Polonnaruwa town plan and buildings based on artifacts and exhibits, and then design 
a short presentation on their discoveries.”

6. Develop Activities to Support Objectives:
- Develop activities that will allow students to reach the learning outcomes.

Example: Give students a scavenger hunt worksheet prior to the visit with questions 
like, “Find an artefact that was used everyday and describe its use and significance.”

- Begin the museum tour by spending 15 minutes in the museum garden or covered area 
for the students to consider what they may see.   Distribute a blank sheet of paper to each 
student and have them write down their initial impressions and genuine questions on one 
side of the paper. Keep the other side of the paper blank. Students will write on the blank 
side after the tour about what they actually saw in the museum and whether or not their 
expectations were met.
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4. Creating Effective Lesson Plans

4.1 Incorporating Museum Visits into the Curriculum

Museum visits can be employed as powerful learning tools, complementing classroom teaching 
by providing students with direct access to historical artifacts, artworks, and primary sources. 
To ensure that they are maximized for their educational value, it is essential to link the visit to 
the curriculum and prepare students beforehand. You can do this by: 

•	 Choosing exhibits that have a direct connection to what is being taught in class. 

•	 Organising activities that bridge museum exhibits with textbook lessons. 

•	 Promoting critical thinking and inquiry-based learning by highlighting how exhibits mirror 
historical developments, cultural exchanges, or artistic methods.

Example: If the students are learning about ancient civilizations, organize a visit to an exhibit on 
early human societies, trade routes, or technological innovation in ancient Sri Lanka.

4.2 Developing Pre-Visit Activities

Preparation before the visit allows students to engage more deeply with the museum exhibits 
and collections, and make meaningful connections to their learning. You can do this by providing 
background information and context in the following ways: 

•	 Introducing the museum and its significance through a short reading assignment, 
discussion, or video presentation. For this, you can use some multimedia resources that 
the museum of choice might already have.  

•	 Explaining the period or subject they will be visiting and how it connects to their overall 
studies.

Example: Before a trip to a gallery on Sri Lankan prehistoric societies, pre-read to students 
beforehand on early settlements, burial sites, and material culture.
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As mentioned before, it is important to set clear learning expectations. This can be done as 
follows: 

•	 Learning objectives must be clearly set for the visit. 

•	 Encourage students to observe, look closely, and ask questions of the exhibits. 

•	 Provide them with guide questions or an observation sheet so that they will remain 
focused.

Example: If they are studying daily life during prehistoric Sri Lanka, tell them to look out for 
artifacts of food preparation, hunting tools, pottery, and early housing types on the field trip.

Arranging museum field trips as part of the curriculum and familiarizing students with formal 
pre-visit lessons, educators can make these field trips interactive, inquiry-based learning 
opportunities that go beyond the classroom. 

4.3 Designing On-Site Learning Experiences

Depending on what the possibilities and offer are of the museum you are visiting (also taking 
into consideration the available space), plan activities during the visit that help students to 
engage more actively with the objects. 

Example: Create a scavenger hunt where students will find certain artifacts and answer questions 
pertaining to these artifacts. Also See: 

Grade 6 - See Annex 1 (Grade 6 History – connected to textbook pp. 7-19)

Grade 7- See Annex 2 (Grade 7 History – connected to textbook pp. 1-15)

Grade 9 - On-Site Learning Experiences (Grade 9 History – connected to textbook pp. 1-20)

A guided discovery can also be an onsite activity to consider: Have students take notes on how 
different artifacts were used in ancient kingdoms and why they were important.

4.4 Post-Visit Follow-Up Activities

Allow students to process and reflect on the museum visit afterwards. You can for example 
hold a class discussion on what students have learned during their visit. Ask them to provide 
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their observations and insights. You may want to choose to do a short debrief at the museum, 
immediately following the visit and have a more extensive reflection session with follow-up 
assignments when you return to the classroom.

Example: Organize a debrief session wherein students share their findings and narrate how the 
trip to the museum helped their understanding of the subject.

Projects and assessment: Use the information gathered during the visit for further learning 
activities, such as essays, presentations, or projects.

Example: Give a task where students develop a report of their favorite artifact and its context.

5. Using Museum Resources 

There are different ways in which you can make use of the various resources that a museum has 
to offer, prior, during and after the visit. 

5.1 Understanding Museum Exhibits

Research exhibit (or collection) themes: Learn about the main themes and narratives of the 
exhibits and collections. Understand how the exhibits are organized and what key messages 
they convey.

Example: If the museum has an ancient Sri Lankan history exhibit, familiarize yourself 
with its sections on daily life, the evolution of Buddhism, and the development of ancient 
engineering and architecture.

5.2 Using Museum Collections for Teaching

Connect collections to curriculum: Identify the specific objects in the museum’s collection that 
relate to your lesson plans and use them as teaching tools.

Example: Use the collection of ancient Sri Lankan coins in the museum to describe the 
trade networks and economic systems of the Anuradhapura period.
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5.3 Leveraging Museum Education Programs

Participate in educational programs: Use the workshops, guided tours, and interactive sessions 
conducted by the education department of the museum.

Example: Enroll your class in a museum workshop on ancient irrigation systems to add depth to 
a lesson on the technological achievements of the Polonnaruwa period.

5.4 Digital and Online Resources

Access online exhibits and databases: Make use of the museum’s virtual tours and online 
archives to reinforce classroom learning when physical visits are not possible.

Example: Explore the museum’s online collection of ancient manuscripts and use virtual tours to 
bring the Sigiriya frescoes close to the students.

Below you can find an overview of different ways in which you can engage your students more 
actively with the sources they will be working with during the museum visit.

6.1 Guided Tours vs. Self-Guided Exploration

As a museum outing is being organized, the choice whether to take a guided tour, and rather 
conduct individual investigation, is a significant one. Both approaches possess some advantages 
and can be modified in compliance with different learning goals.

Guided Tours. Guided tours are led by trained museum staff  who provide extensive information 
on the exhibits and collections. Guided tours can be particularly useful for challenging topics, 
since the guide can highlight key points, provide historical context, and respond to students’ 
questions on the spot.

Example: If the Kandyan Kingdom is the subject of an exhibit in the museum, a guided tour 
can give detailed information regarding the socio-political setup of the era, key leaders 
like King Sri Wickrama Rajasinghe, and significant events like the signing of the Kandyan 
Convention. Guided approach has the potential to make students grasp the complexity of 
the era more than through self-directed visits.

6. Engaging Students During the
Museum Visit
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Self-Guided Exploration. By using this approach, students are allowed to venture through the 
exhibits at their own pace, which encourages personal discovery and autonomy. Educators can 
provide students with worksheets or scavenger hunt tasks that will guide them through their 
exploration and ensure that they focus on specific learning objectives.

Example: Students could be given a worksheet containing questions to find and explain 
types of ancient reservoirs (wewas) and canals (yodha Ela) at an exhibit of ancient Sri 
Lankan irrigation. This is active learning and critical thinking because students are engaged 
with exhibits directly.

6.2 Interactive Activities and Workshops

Museums usually offer a variety of interactive workshops and activities that can significantly 
contribute to the learning process. These interactive sessions allow students to connect 
theoretical knowledge with practical application.

See: Student Learning Example for Ancient Sri Lankan Science and Technology (Grade 10 
textbook, p.63)

Interactive Activities. Engage students through experiential learning activities such as touch 
tables and handling sessions to enable them to touch replicas of ancient-day tools and artifacts.

Example: As part of a field trip to the museum or in class, enable students to get their hands on 
replica tools that were used in ancient Sri Lankan construction, irrigation, and metal work such 
as: 

-	Replica of a chisel or adze used in stupas and ancient construction. Students can describe 
how these tools assisted in architectural innovations, such as the massive stupas at 
Anuradhapura.

-	Scale models of ancient hydraulic systems, e.g., the Bisokotuwa (sluice gate) from ancient 
reservoirs. Students can discuss how these engineering innovations regulated water flow 
and assisted in agricultural sustainability.

-	Models of iron-smelting machinery used in Sri Lanka ancient steel manufacture (e.g., 
Samanalawewa’s wind-driven furnaces). Students can discuss why Sri Lanka’s steel-
producing technology was advanced enough to be exported worldwide.

Hands-on Discussion: Students can engage in group discussion after being provided hands-on 
experience with these models on:
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-	How ancient Sri Lankan engineers solved real-world challenges using innovative 
technology;

-	Differences between ancient construction practices and modern engineering methods;

-	The role played by science and technology in servicing ancient civilizations and their 
present-day relevance.

Through active involvement in these interactive activities, students will gain a better appreciation 
of ancient Sri Lankan technological achievements with suitable links to their Grade 10 textbook 
content.

Workshops. These are structured meetings in which the central theme is typically a project or 
task related to the exhibits. Workshops permit more focused interaction and learning through 
repetition.

Example: Independence Memorial Hall & Museum (Grade 11 history textbook, pp. 82–109)

Activity: Guided tour of Colombo’s Independence Memorial Hall and Museum, where students 
will be viewing statues and murals commemorating leading figures of independence. They will 
have a group discussion on how public monuments preserve national memory.

Outcome: Encourages critical thinking about the role of museums in the shaping of historical 
accounts and national identity.

6.3 Encouraging Critical Thinking and Inquiry

Developing critical thinking and encouraging students to ask questions is another critical aspect 
of student engagement in a museum tour. This can be fostered in various ways:

Encouraging Inquiry. Get the students to question what they see and why certain objects or 
exhibits are important. This can be facilitated by handing out question prompts or discussion 
topics in advance.

Example: Activity: Guided Inquiry-Based Museum Tour

Location: Anuradhapura or Polonnaruwa Museum

Grade: 10 (History textbook, pp. 91-96)
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Encouraging Inquiry: Question prompts are given to the students prior to the visit, such as:

-	Why were cities in the ancient period like Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa built in the dry 
zone?

-	How did the emergence of new kingdoms succeed the decline of earlier ones? 

-	What was the contribution of irrigation systems towards sustaining these civilizations?

Students navigate exhibits with ancient inscriptions, artifacts, and maps illustrating the shift 
from old cities to rising kingdoms.

Discussion and Analysis: Students, in small groups, examine an artifact (e.g., a stone inscription 
or replica of an ancient reservoir) and discuss:

What does this reveal about governance and everyday life?

How did rulers employ technology and resources to maintain power?

They note their findings and share results with the class.

Outcomes: Encourages critical thinking about historical change and continuity. Refines students’ 
question-asking and historical interpretation abilities. Increases understanding of Sri Lanka’s 
political and environmental history through direct experience.

Scheduling Discussions. Implement group discussions to allow students to voice their 
observations and interpretations. This can be done during the visit or during a classroom session 
subsequent to the visit.

Example: Museum Visit: Dutch Period Museum, Colombo

Grade: 9 (History textbook pp. 1-20)

Theme: Dutch Involvement in Sri Lanka (1658–1796)

Activity: Group Discussion on Dutch Influence

Pre-Visit Preparation: Students are divided into groups and given themes to explore, including:

-	Why did the Dutch come to Sri Lanka?
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-	How did the Dutch government and trade impact the local society?

-	What impact did Dutch fortifications, buildings, and laws have?

Every group is provided with historical records, maps, and paintings of the Dutch era.

Museum Visit – Observation and Note-Taking: Dutch Period Museum students observe objects 
such as Dutch currency, arms, trade agreements, and scale models of forts. They write down 
how these objects reflect economic, military, and cultural aspects of Dutch occupation.

Post-Visit Group Discussion:  Every group presents their findings and analysis on their theme.
A facilitated discussion follows on:

-	How did the Dutch regime differ from the Portuguese?

-	What were the long-term effects of Dutch policies on Sri Lankan society?

-	Did the Dutch presence enrich or exploit Sri Lanka?

Outcome: Encourages cooperative learning and critical thinking about history. Develops students’ 
ability to read historical sources and make arguments. Enhances their knowledge of Sri Lanka’s 
colonial past through interactive discussion.

Museums are very good learning opportunities for the learning of history with students of all age 
groups. In order to make the most of museum visits, teachers must modify their instructional 
strategies according to the stage of development of their students. Below are strategies and 
examples for teaching primary, middle school, and high school students effectively.

 7.1 Primary School Students (Ages 6-7)

Early childhood learners benefit from engaging, sensory-oriented activities that induce wonder 
and narrative.

7. Various Age Groups:
Instructional Strategies
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Strategies:

• Storytelling: Use active, simple stories to bring people and events from history to life.

• Hands-on Activities: Ask kids to interact with replicas of objects or touch screens.

• Scavenger Hunts: Create picture-supported or minimal-word scavenger hunts to spark 
interest.

• Role-Playing: Make students role-play or recreate history scenes in costume to set them 
back in time.

Example: At a museum showcasing ancient Sri Lankan heritage, kids can have a session of 
storytelling on King Dutugemunu and then a hands-on activity where they create their own 
miniature stupa models.

7.2 Middle School Students (Grades 8-9)

Middle school students learn better through interactive instruction that fosters critical thinking 
and applicability to their own lives.

Strategies:
• Guided Inquiry: Get students to ask questions on exhibits and artifacts.

• Debates & Discussions: Structure debates on historical perspectives and controversies.

• Technology Integration: Use augmented reality (AR) or museum apps to enhance 
engagement.

• Timeline Activities: Have students put artifacts or images in chronological order to 
understand historical progression.

Example: In a museum from the colonial period, students may use a digital timeline to 
trace the impact of Dutch and British colonization in Sri Lanka, followed by a debate on the 
impact of colonialism on native customs.
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7.3 High School Students (Grades 10-11)

Older students can value analytical and research-based strategies that challenge them to 
interpret historical sources and perspectives.

Strategies:

• Primary Source Analysis: Encourage students to analyze historical documents, inscriptions, 
or letters.

• Comparative Studies: Encourage students to compare museum exhibits with textbook 
versions.

• Project-Based Learning: Assign independent or collaborative research projects on 
museum holdings.

• Ethical Discussions: Raise questions such as repatriation of artifacts and historical 
responsibility.

Example: In the context of an exhibition on the repatriation of Sri Lankan artifacts from Dutch 
museums, students could learn about repatriation policies, compare case studies (such as the 
repatriation of the ‘Delft Swords’), and write essays on the significance of heritage preservation.

By differentiating teaching methods for different age groups, museums can become successful 
learning environments where history is not just learned but experienced.

Museums are a goldmine for learning, but educators may face a variety of challenges while 
including museum visits within their lesson plans. Acknowledging and addressing these potential 
issues enables educators to better utilize museums as an educational tool. The following are 
some potential challenges and remedies.

8. Overcoming Challenges in Utilizing 
Museums for Teaching
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8.1 Aligning with Curriculum

Challenge: It is challenging to fit a trip to the museum into the present curriculum if the trip is not 
considered an integral part of the learning goals but as an add-on.

Solution: Curriculum Mapping. Determine the most important learning goals and curriculum 
standards that can be met by the museum visit. Create lesson plans incorporating museum 
displays into these goals.

Pre-Visit and Post-Visit Activities. Develop pre-visit lessons to prepare students for what they 
will be seeing and learning about at the museum. Follow up with post-visit activities that reinforce 
and expand on the learning.

Collaborative Planning. Plan with other teachers to integrate the museum visit as a 
multidisciplinary experience by incorporating it into several subjects, enhancing many areas of 
learning.

8.2 Student Engagement

Challenge: Keeping students interested and focused on a museum tour is difficult, particularly 
with young students or students who might not be interested in the subject matter.

Solution: Interactive Activities. Create interactive and participatory activities that provide 
for active participation. Scavenger hunts, worksheets, and discussion questions can maintain 
student interest.

Student-Centered Learning. Grant students some freedom to investigate displays of interest, 
but make certain that they cover the educational goals planned for the outing.

Pre-Visit Preparation. Get them excited and curious by telling them about the museum and what 
it has to offer before visiting. Display photos, share intriguing facts, and give them a preview of 
what they will get to see and do.

8.3 Accessibility and Inclusivity

Challenge: Making sure that every student, regardless of disability or special needs, can 
participate fully and gain benefit from the museum visit.
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Solution: Museum Accessibility. Research the accessibility features of the museum, such 
as wheelchair access, tactile displays, and audio guides. Coordinate with museum staff to 
accommodate any special needs.

Inclusive Planning. Create substitute activities or supporting materials for students who cannot 
fully participate in some exhibits. Make all students feel welcome and included during the trip.

Support Resources. Take any support resources needed, such as visual aids, assistive listening 
equipment, or extra staff to help students with special needs.

By anticipating such challenges, teachers can get the most learning dividends out of museum 
visits and provide engaging, memorable experiences for their students. The secret is in planning 
carefully, collaborative functioning, and being flexible enough to allow each student to gain as 
much as possible from the opportunity to learn through the rich resources available at museums.

9. Additional Resources

To enhance the teaching and learning experience through museums, here are some valuable 
resources that can provide further information, support, and inspiration.

9.1 Recommended Museums in Sri Lanka

1. National Museum of Colombo
Features: Artifacts from ancient Sri Lanka, colonial history, and traditional crafts.
Highlights: The throne of the last Kandyan king, ancient manuscripts, and royal regalia.
Location: Sir Marcus Fernando Mawatha, Colombo 07.

2. Sri Dalada Museum, Kandy
Features: Relics and artifacts related to the Temple of the Sacred Tooth Relic.
Highlights: Historical photographs, royal items, and gifts received by the temple.
Location: Sri Dalada Veediya, Kandy.

3. Galle National Museum
Features: Exhibits on the maritime history of Sri Lanka, including Dutch colonial artifacts.
Highlights: Traditional masks, handicrafts, and archeological finds from the region.
Location: Church Street, Galle Fort, Galle.
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4. Anuradhapura Archaeological Museum
Features: Artifacts from the ancient city of Anuradhapura, including religious and cultural items.
Highlights: Buddhist sculptures, ancient tools, and pottery.
Location: Anuradhapura, North Central Province.

5. Jaffna Archaeological Museum
Features: Items reflecting the history and culture of the Jaffna Peninsula.
Highlights: Hindu statues, ancient coins, and traditional musical instruments.
Location: Navalar Road, Jaffna.

6. Hambantota Archaeological Museum
Features: Exhibits on the history and archaeology of the Southern Province.
Highlights: Relics from ancient ports, traditional fishing tools, pottery, and items related to the 
maritime trade.
Location: Hambantota, Southern Province

7. Rathnapura National Museum
Features: Exhibits on the gem industry, paleontology, and the natural history of the region.
Highlights: Precious stones, ancient fossils, traditional tools, and relics related to Rathnapura’s 
gem trade.
Location: Rathnapura, Sabaragamuwa Province

8. Kurunegala Archaeological Museum
Features: Artifacts from the Kurunegala region, including items from the medieval period.
Highlights: Ancient manuscripts, pottery, stone carvings, and relics from the Kurunegala Kingdom.
Location: Kurunegala, North Western Province

9. Batticaloa Museum
Features: Artifacts reflecting the history and culture of the Eastern Province.
Highlights: Local crafts, traditional musical instruments, ancient coins, and items related to the 
region’s colonial history.
Location: Batticaloa, Eastern Province

10. The Martin Wickramasinghe Folk Museum Complex
Features: Showcases the life and work of renowned Sri Lankan writer Martin Wickramasinghe.
Highlights: Traditional Sri Lankan artifacts, agricultural tools, folk art, and personal belongings 
of Martin Wickramasinghe.
Location: Koggala, Southern Province
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11. The Lionel Wendt Art Gallery and Museum
Features: Dedicated to the life and works of the famous Sri Lankan photographer and artist 
Lionel Wendt.
Highlights: Photographs, paintings, and memorabilia related to Lionel Wendt and other 
contemporary Sri Lankan artists.
Location: Colombo 7, Western Province

12. The Galle Fort Heritage Museum
Features: Displays artifacts related to the history and culture of Galle and its fort.
Highlights: Dutch colonial artifacts, traditional costumes, and historical documents.
Location: Galle Fort, Galle

13. The Colombo National Museum (Private Collection Section)
Features: Houses private collections of art, antiques, and historical artifacts.
Highlights: Rare coins, ancient manuscripts, and private art collections.
Location: Colombo 7, Western Province

14. The Ceylon Tea Museum
Features: Focuses on the history of tea cultivation in Sri Lanka.
Highlights: Antique tea-processing machinery, historical documents, and exhibits on the tea 
industry.
Location: Hantana, Kandy, Central Province

15. The Gem Museum
Features: Dedicated to the gem industry in Sri Lanka.
Highlights: Precious and semi-precious stones, mining equipment, and exhibits on gemology.
Location: Ratnapura, Sabaragamuwa Province

16. The National Railway Museum
Features: Chronicles the history of Sri Lanka’s railway system.
Highlights: Vintage locomotives, carriages, railway artifacts, and historical photographs.
Location: Kadugannawa, Central Province

17. The Elephant Museum
Features: Located within the Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage, showcasing the history and 
significance of elephants in Sri Lankan culture.
Highlights: Elephant artifacts, photographs, and educational exhibits on elephant conservation.
Location: Pinnawala, Sabaragamuwa Province



Teaching History Through Museums: A Guide for History Teachers 31

18. The Handicrafts Museum
Features: Displays traditional Sri Lankan handicrafts and artisanal work.
Highlights: Lacquerware, pottery, weaving, and woodcarving exhibits.
Location: Colombo, Western Province

19. The Mask Museum
Features: Explores the tradition of mask-making in Sri Lanka.
Highlights: Traditional masks used in rituals and performances, tools, and materials for mask-
making.
Location: Ambalangoda, Southern Province

9.2 Useful Websites and Apps

Virtual Museum Tours
- Google Arts & Culture: https://artsandculture.google.com/

- Provides virtual tours of renowned museums worldwide, including some in Sri Lanka.

Educational Websites
- Smithsonian Learning Lab: https://learninglab.si.edu/

- Offers a wealth of resources, lesson plans, and interactive materials for teachers and 
students.

Museum Apps
- Smartify: An app that provides detailed information about artworks and artifacts by 
scanning them with your smartphone.

- Google Arts & Culture App: Allows access to virtual tours, high-resolution images, and 
educational content from museums globally.

Books
- “Museums and Education: Purpose, Pedagogy, Performance” by Eilean Hooper-Greenhill

- “The Participatory Museum” by Nina Simon

- “Museum Materialities: Objects, Engagements, Interpretations” by Sandra H. Dudley

https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://learninglab.si.edu/
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Academic Journals
- Journal of Museum Education: Covers a wide range of topics related to museum-based 
learning.

- Curator: The Museum Journal: Focuses on the intersection of museum practice and 
research.

Articles and Papers
- “Museums as Learning Environments” by George E. Hein

- “Engaging Students in Museum Spaces” by Linda Duke

The connection between history and museums is fundamental and multifaceted. Museums are 
not only repositories of historical artifacts but also vital educational institutions that bring history 
to life, promote inquiry, and preserve cultural heritage. They provide a space where the past is 
actively engaged with, interpreted, and made relevant to contemporary audiences, ensuring 
that history remains a vital and accessible part of our collective experience.
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1. Grade 6 History – 
Understanding Prehistory and the Sri Lankan Prehistoric Period
(Aligned with textbook pp.  7-19)

Activity 1: Artifact Investigation (15 minutes)

- Objective: Help students understand prehistoric tools and daily life.

- Instructions:

•	 Divide students into small groups and assign them an artifact from the museum 
display (stone tools, pottery, or skeletal remains). 

•	 Ask students to observe the artifact carefully and answer guiding questions:
	» What material is it made of?
	» What do you think it was used for?
	» How does it compare to modern-day tools or objects? 

•	 Groups share their findings with the class.

Activity 2: Cave Painting Recreation (20 minutes)

- Objective: Understand prehistoric art and communication methods.

- Instructions:

•	 Show students images of prehistoric cave paintings  
(e.g., Fa Hien Cave, Batadomba Lena). 

•	 Provide each student with a sheet of brown paper and charcoal/chalk. 

•	 Ask them to create their own cave painting, depicting scenes of prehistoric life 
(hunting, rituals, animals). 

•	 Display the paintings and discuss their significance.

Annex 1
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2. Grade 7 History (textbook pp. 1-15)

Venues:
Folk Museum, Anuradhapura & National Museum, Colombo
Interactive Activities at the Folk Museum – Anuradhapura

1. Exploring Traditional Occupations (20 minutes)

- Activity: “Be the Artisan” Role-Playing

•	 Students will observe traditional tools used by potters, blacksmiths, weavers, and 
farmers.

Activity 3: Prehistoric Lifestyle Roleplay (15 minutes)

- Objective: Encourage students to think about how prehistoric humans lived.

- Instructions:

•	 Assign different prehistoric roles (hunter, gatherer, toolmaker, cave dweller). 

•	 Give each student a challenge based on their role (e.g., How would you find food? 
How would you protect yourself?). 

•	 Have them act out their roles and explain their survival strategies.

3. Museum Guidebook Exercise (15 minutes)

- Objective: Encourage active note-taking and critical thinking.

- Instructions:

•	 Provide students with a simple guidebook worksheet with sections for:
	» Drawing an artifact they found interesting.
	» Writing 3 new things they learned.
	» Listing 2 questions they still have about prehistory.

Annex 2
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•	 Each student picks an occupation and acts out a short scene using their hands and 
expressions  
(e.g., pretending to spin yarn, mold clay, or pound paddy). 

•	 Teacher asks:
	» What skills are needed for this job?
	» Do we still use these tools today? How have they changed?

2. Traditional Household Objects Challenge (15 minutes)

Activity: “Guess the Object”

•	 The teacher points out various household objects  
(e.g., grinding stones, oil lamps, wooden pestles). 

•	 Students guess the name and purpose before reading the display labels. 

•	 Bonus challenge: Match objects to different historical periods  
(e.g., Anuradhapura, Polonnaruwa, Kandyan).

3. Sri Lankan Folk Beliefs & Traditions (20 minutes)

Activity: “Symbol Hunt”

•	 Students will search for and sketch folk symbols  
(e.g., protective charms, auspicious motifs) found on exhibit items. 

•	 Discussion: What do these symbols mean? How do they reflect Sri Lankan beliefs? 

•	 Extension: Students create their own protective symbol using paper and colors.

4. Cooking & Food Culture (15 minutes)

Activity: “What’s in the Kitchen?”

•	 Students explore traditional cooking tools like clay pots, grinding stones, and coconut 
scrapers.
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•	 They create a timeline showing how cooking has changed over the centuries. 

•	 Bonus: Describe how a typical Sri Lankan village meal would have looked in ancient 
times.

3 On-Site Learning Experiences – Grade 9 History
(textbook pp. 1-20)

Venue: National Museum Colombo & Galle Fort

1. Decoding Dutch Symbols (20 minutes)

Activity: “Coat of Arms Detective”

Students search for Dutch coats of arms, inscriptions, or VOC 
(Dutch East India Company) symbols in the museum.

Guiding Questions:

- What animals or objects are shown?

- What do these symbols represent?

- Why did the Dutch use symbols on forts and public buildings?

Students sketch and describe a coat of arms they find.

2. Trade & Currency Exploration (15 minutes)

Activity: “Dutch Coin Hunt”

Students observe Dutch coins and trade-related artifacts in the museum.

Discussion:
- Why was Sri Lanka important to the Dutch for trade?

- How did they use the Galle, Colombo, and Trincomalee ports?

Annex 3
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Bonus: Compare a Dutch rijksdaalder (silver coin) to a modern Sri Lankan currency.

3. Understanding Dutch Architecture (15 minutes)

Activity: “Spot the Dutch Features”

Students observe Dutch-style buildings inside the museum 
(e.g., doorways, wooden beams, windows).

Guiding Questions:
- What materials did they use?

- How do Dutch structures differ from earlier Portuguese or Kandyan designs?

Sketching Task: Students draw a Dutch-style gable roof or a building element they find interesting.

Interactive Activities at Galle Fort

4. Mapping the Dutch Fort (20 minutes)

Activity: “Walking in Dutch Footsteps”

Students receive a map of Galle Fort and must identify key Dutch structures 
(e.g., the Dutch Reformed Church, Governor’s Residence, warehouses).

Team Challenge: Find three locations that still show Dutch influence and explain their historical 
function.

5. Dutch Water Management & Fort Defense (15 minutes)

Activity: “Defend the Fort!”

Standing on the fort ramparts, students examine the fortifications 
(bastions, moats, thick walls).

Role-Playing:

Imagine they are Dutch soldiers defending against the British.
- What strategies would they use?

- How would the fort’s design help in defense?
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6. Dutch Influence on Daily Life (15 minutes)

Activity: “A Day in the Life of a Dutch Officer or a Local Trader”
Students are assigned historical roles 
(Dutch officer, Sinhalese cinnamon trader, fisherman, priest).

Each student describes a day in their character’s life based on what they learned from the 
exhibits and surroundings.

Introduction to the purpose and objectives of the museum visit, emphasizing experiential learning.

Objectives 

1. Clarify Purpose: Clearly articulate the purpose of the museum visit to students, ensuring they 
understand the objectives and intended learning outcomes of the experience.

2. Engage Interest: Spark students’ interest and curiosity about the museum visit by highlighting 
the relevance of the artifacts and exhibits to their studies and personal interests.

3. Foster Connection: Help students see the connection between the museum visit and their 
broader curriculum, emphasizing how the experience enhances their understanding of historical 
events, scientific concepts, artistic movements, or cultural traditions.

4. Promote Active Participation: Encourage students to actively engage with the museum exhibits 
through hands-on activities, interactive displays, guided tours, and discussions, fostering a 
deeper level of learning and exploration.

5. Cultivate Critical Thinking: Stimulate students’ critical thinking skills by prompting them to 
analyze, interpret, and evaluate the information presented in the museum, encouraging them to 
ask questions, make connections, and draw conclusions based on evidence.

6. Cultivate Appreciation: Cultivate an appreciation for history, science, art, and culture by 
exposing students to diverse perspectives, traditions, and experiences represented in the 
museum’s collections, fostering empathy, respect, and understanding.

Annex 4
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7. Facilitate Reflection: Provide opportunities for students to reflect on their museum experiences, 
encouraging them to consider how the visit has impacted their understanding, beliefs, and 
attitudes, and how they can apply their learning to other contexts.

8. Support Learning Goals: Align the museum visit with specific learning goals and objectives 
outlined in the curriculum, ensuring that the experience complements and reinforces classroom 
instruction while offering unique opportunities for experiential learning.

Practical Examples

1. Artifact Exploration

Prior to the museum visit, students at a school are introduced to the purpose and objectives 
of their trip to the Museum. The focus of the visit is on exploring artifacts related to ancient Sri 
Lankan civilizations. 
To prepare for the visit, students engage in classroom discussions as a groups and activities 
that provide background information on ancient Sri Lankan history, including the rise of early 
civilizations such as Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa in the subject. They learn about the cultural, 
social, and economic developments of these civilizations, as well as their contributions to Sri 
Lankan heritage.

During the museum visit, students are guided through the galleries by their teachers and museum 
educators. They explore artifacts such as ancient sculptures, pottery, and coins, and learn about 
their significance in the context of Sri Lankan history. For example, they examine intricately 
carved stone sculptures of Buddhist and Hindu deities and discuss their role in religious practices 
during ancient times.

Through interactive activities such as artifact analysis and role-playing exercises, students 
deepen their understanding of the artifacts and their connection to broader historical concepts. 
They learn about the lifestyles, beliefs, and achievements of ancient Sri Lankan civilizations, and 
gain insights into the cultural diversity and richness of the island’s heritage.

After the museum visit, students reflect on their experience and discuss how it has enhanced 
their understanding of Sri Lankan history. They may also participate in follow-up activities, such 
as research projects or creative presentations, to further explore the topics covered during the 
visit. Overall, the museum trip serves as a valuable experiential learning opportunity for students 
to connect with their country’s rich cultural heritage.
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2. Interactive Learning Experiences

Prior to the museum excursion, students participate in engaging activities aimed at enriching 
their hands-on learning. For instance, they may take part in workshops focusing on traditional 
Sri Lankan crafts (Rush and Reed/Clay/Wood Carvings), or delve into archaeological methods by 
conducting excavations on the school premises under the supervision of district archaeologists. 
Through these experiences, students have the opportunity to investigate artifacts like clay 
bricks, pottery fragments, and beads, fostering a more profound comprehension of the subject 
matter while bridging the gap between theory and practical application.

3. Interactive Exhibits

Students explore interactive exhibits that encourage active participation and inquiry-based 
learning. For instance, they may interact with multimedia displays that simulate historical events 
or engage in role-playing activities that immerse them in different cultural contexts. These 
interactive experiences foster critical thinking.

4. Guided Tours

Educators orchestrate curated tours of the museum, accentuating pivotal artifacts while 
contextualizing their significance. Throughout the tour, students are prompted to inquire, express 
observations, and draw parallels between the artifacts and their personal experiences. This 
guided journey aids in fostering a heightened reverence for the museum’s exhibits and prompts 
students to engage in critical reflections on history and culture. Principals can extend invitations 
to provincial archaeology directors, researchers, and university lecturers to lead these guided 
tours, enriching the students’ learning experiences with expert insights and perspectives.

5. Reflection and Discussion

Following the museum visit, students engage in reflection activities and group discussions to 
process their experiences. They may journal about their favorite artifacts, discuss how the 
museum visit changed their perspective on a particular topic, or share insights gained from the 
trip. These reflective practices encourage students to think critically about what they learned 
and how it relates to their broader understanding of Sri Lankan history and culture.


